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Disclaimer 
The opinions expressed in this report have been based on the information supplied to SRK Consulting 
(South Africa) (Pty) Ltd (SRK) by Sasol South Africa Limited (Sasol).  The opinions in this Report are 
provided in response to a specific request from Sasol to do so.  SRK has exercised all due care in 
reviewing the supplied information.  Whilst SRK has compared key supplied data with expected values, 
the accuracy of the results and conclusions from the review are entirely reliant on the accuracy and 
completeness of the supplied data.  SRK does not accept responsibility for any errors or omissions in 
the supplied information and does not accept any consequential liability arising from commercial 
decisions or actions resulting from them.  Opinions presented in this report apply to the site conditions 
and features as they existed at the time of SRK’s investigations, and those reasonably foreseeable.  
These opinions do not necessarily apply to conditions and features that may arise after the date of this 
Report, about which SRK had no prior knowledge nor had the opportunity to evaluate. 
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1 Introduction 
Sasol South Africa Limited (Sasol) is an international integrated chemicals and energy company that 
leverages technologies and the expertise of 30 100 people working in 33 countries.  Sasol develops 
and commercialises technologies and builds and operates world-scale facilities to produce a range of 
high-value product streams, including liquid fuels, chemicals and low-carbon electricity.  Sasol is a 
significant business partner in the South African economy and has manufacturing operations located 
predominantly in Secunda, Mpumalanga and Sasolburg, Free State.  

This document pertains to the Sasolburg Operation (SO) in the Free State Province.  

SO has previously applied for, and been granted, postponement, by the National Air Quality Officer 
(NAQO), with the concurrence of its licensing officer, in terms of the 2015 compliance timeframes of 
the Minimum Emissions Standards (MES) which were published in Government Notice No. 893 in 
Government Gazette 37054 of 22 November 2013 (“GN 893”) and published in terms of the National 
Environmental Management: Air Quality Act (Act No. 39 of 2004) (NEM:AQA).  However, Sasol will be 
unable, in certain instances, to timeously meet the more stringent 2020 MES compliance requirements 
as previously communicated in the postponement applications. 

Thus, in the present application (the “2019 Postponement Application”), Sasol hereby makes 
application for postponement of the compliance timeframes relating to 2020 MES for atmospheric 
emission generating facilities and processes at their SO facility in the Free State Province.  

This final public participation report is included as Annexure C of the report titled: “Sasolburg 
Operations - Motivation for the postponement of Compliance Timeframes in terms of Regulation 11 of 
the Section 21 NEM:AQA Minimum Emissions Standards”, by Sasol, dated March 2019. 

The abovementioned motivation report includes the findings of an independently prepared 
atmospheric impact report (AIR), which determined Sasol’s impact on ambient air quality, along with 
further reasons that warrant consideration in a decision about postponements from the MES. Sasol 
has appointed Airshed Planning Professionals (Airshed) to prepare the AIR and SRK Consulting 
(South Africa) Ltd. (SRK) to manage the technical studies and the Public Participation Process (PPP). 

This final public participation report, as compiled by SRK, documents the public participation activities 
undertaken during the announcement phase, and details the process whereby interested and affected 
parties (I&APs) were given the opportunity to comment on the Draft Motivation Report and AIR 
prepared as part of the application. 
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2 Approach to public participation 
The PPP undertaken as part of Sasol’s application for postponement of the compliance timeframes 
was structured to meet the requirements of Chapter 6 of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 
Regulations (Government Notice No. 982, 04 December 2014) (as amended in 2017), published under 
the National Environmental Management Act (Act 107 of 1998) (NEMA), as specified in the November 
2013 MES Regulations. 

The PPP is an important component of the application and is closely linked to the technical activities 
required for the preparation of the motivation report. Figure 2-1 details the technical and PPP 
processes. 

 

Figure 2-1: Technical and public participation process 
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3 I&AP identification 
I&APs were identified as follows: 

• Identified from previous environmental authorisation processes undertaken by SRK. 
• Registered with the previous Sasol postponement applications in 2014, 2016 and 2017. 
• Registered at any of the bi-annual SO Offset public feedback meetings 
• Registered with the Sasol offset implementation plan PPP.  

The I&AP database for SO comprises approximately 1,127 I&APs, representing various sectors of 
society as listed below (Refer to Appendix A for the full database of I&APs):  

• National government: Department of Environment Affairs, Department of Mineral Resources and 
the Department of Water and Sanitation. 

• Provincial government: The Free State Department of Economic, Small Business Development, 
Tourism and Environmental Affairs Department of Health and Social Development, Department of 
Water and Sanitation, and the South African Local Government Association (SALGA). 

• District and local government: Fezile Dabi District Municipality, Metsimaholo Local Municipality 
and their ward councillors. 

• Non-governmental organisations (NGOs) and interest groups: including Save the Vaal 
Environment, the Vaal Environment Alliance (VEJA), Wildlife and Environment Society of South 
Africa (WESSA), Legal Resources Centre (LRC), Centre for Environmental Rights and 
GroundWork. 

• Organised business and commerce: Business Unity South Africa (BUSA).  
• Organised mining and industry: Chamber of Mines and Harmony Gold Mines. 
• Community based organisations: Sasol Community Working Group 
• Labour unions and associations: Transvaal Agricultural Union, National Education Health and 

Allied Workers’ Union and The Chemical, Energy, Paper, Printing, Wood and Allied Workers’ 
Union. 

• Research and academia: Council for Scientific and Industrial Research, and Infotox. 
• Media: Sedibeng Star and Vaal Weekblad. 
• Parastatals: Eskom, Transnet, Telkom, South African Heritage Resource Agency, and the South 

African National Biodiversity Institute. 
• Sasol employees (internal I&APs). 
• Adjacent and surrounding landowners. 

The database was reviewed and updated during the PPP. 

4 Project announcement 
The project announcement phase was conducted between 17 October 2018 and 09 November 2018. 
I&APs received notification of Sasol’s intention to apply for postponement, a background information 
document (BID) and an invitation to register as an I&AP in the process. I&APs were invited to 
participate in the process as follows: 

• Distribution by email, of invitation letters accompanied by a BID and a registration and comment 
form on 16 November 2016 (see Appendix B and C for copies of these documents). 

• Advertisements were placed in three local newspapers (see Appendix D for proof of 
advertisement publication), as follows: 

- Sasolburg Ster (English) on Tuesday 16 October 2018. 
- Vaal Weekblad (Afrikaans) on Tuesday 16 October 2018. 
- Puisano News (Sesotho) on Friday 19 October 2018 

• Site notices (A2 Size), in English, Afrikaans and Sotho together with copies of the BIDs and 
registration and comment forms were placed in publicly accessible venues close to the operations, 
namely the Sasolburg Public Library, Zamdela Library, Metsimaholo Local Municipality and at the 
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SO Site Reception on 17 October 2018 (see Appendix E for a copy of the site notice and 
photographs indicating notice placement).  

• BIDs, invitation letters and registration and comment forms were placed on SRK’s website at 
https://www.srk.co.za/en/za-sasol-2019-mes-postponement-applications. Where email addresses 
for I&APs were not available, facsimile and sms notifications were made to I&APs to inform them 
of the postponement application. 

• Where email addresses were not available SMS’s where sent to I&APs that registered or attended 
meetings for previous postponement applications.  

During the announcement phase, SRK received requests for I&APs to be registered on the database, 
online registrations, as well as requests from some I&APs to be removed from the database. In 
addition, SRK received numerous Curriculum Vitae (CV’s) and requests for employment. No 
comments specifically relating to the postponement application were received during the 
announcement period beyond requests to register and remain informed of the process.  

5 Public comment on the Draft Motivation Report and 
AIR 
While the official comment period on the draft motivation report and AIR commenced on Monday 7 

January 2019 and closed on Wednesday 6 February 2019, the draft motivation report and AIR was 
made available from the 19 December 2018 to allow additional time for I&APs to review and comment. 
Notification of the availability of the documents and an invitation to attend the public open days to 
facilitate comment on the draft motivation report and AIR were made as follows:  

• Distribution by email of notification letters on the 20/21 December 2018 and reminder emails on 
the 10 January 2019 (see Appendix B for copies of these documents).  

• Advertisements in local newspapers (see Appendix D for proof of advertisement publication) as 
follows: 
- Sasolburg Ster (English) during the week of the 11 December 2018 and 15th January 2019. 
- Vaal Weekblad (Afrikaans) during the week of the 11 December 2018 and 15th January 2019. 
- Puisano (Sesotho) during the week of 14 December 2018 and 11th January 2019. 

• Where email addresses for I&APs were not available, facsimile and sms notifications were used 
to distribute notifications. 

Electronic versions of the reports and comment forms were made available on the SRK website, 
https://www.srk.co.za/en/za-sasol-2019-mes-postponement-applications from close of business in 
December 2018 to allow additional time for I&APs to review and comment. Electronic copies were 
available on request from the public participation office at SRK. 

In addition, printed copies of the report and registration and comment forms were made available at 
the publicly accessible venues as listed in Table 4-1, for I&APs to view and comment on. 

Table 5-1: Venues where hard copies of the draft motivation report and AIR could be 
accessed 

Venue Address Contact details 

Sasolburg Public Library  John Vorster Road, Sasolburg 016 973 8463 

Zamdela Library Next to Zamdela Hall on the Main Road, 
Zamdela 016 974 2163 

Metsimaholo Local Municipality Fichardt Street, Sasolburg 016 973 8316 

Sasolburg Operations Main 
Reception 1 Klasie Havenga Road, Sasolburg 016 960 2014 / 

2976 

Comments and suggestions on any aspect of the Draft Motivation Report or AIR were then collated 
and responded to, where appropriate. These comments and suggestions form part of the 
documentation used to inform the authorities’ decision.  I&APs were able to comment by: 

https://www.srk.co.za/en/za-sasol-2019-mes-postponement-applications
https://www.srk.co.za/en/za-sasol-2019-mes-postponement-applications
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• Completing the online registration and comment form at the following link: https://arcg.is/H05W9  
• Completing the enclosed registration and comment form and submitting it to SRK; 
• Writing a letter or additional written submission by mail, email or fax; or 
• Calling SRK. 

5.1 Public open days 

Public open days to facilitate comment on the Draft Motivation Report and AIR were held as listed in 
Table 4-2. 

Table 5-2: Public open day venues 

Date Time Venue 

Monday 21 
January 2019 

12h00 – 
18h00 Boiketlong Community Hall  

Wednesday 23 
January 2019 

12h00 – 
18h00 Multi-purpose Centre, Harry Gwala 

The primary objectives of the public open days were to: 

• Foster robust engagements and build relationships with Sasol’s host communities. 
• Share information on Sasol, their activities and air quality impacts relating to the postponement 

application. 
• Provide an opportunity for the community to raise any issues regarding the postponement 

application process. 
• Facilitate comments on the motivation report and AIR.  

Participants at the open days were asked to complete comment forms, where necessary SRK was 
available to transcribe. The comments were captured in the Comment and Response Report (CRR) 
that also includes copies of the comment forms. 

5.2 Comments received  

All comments received on the Draft Motivation Report or AIR either at public meetings or via post, 
email or fax, including responses thereto as appropriate, were included in a CRR (Annexure D of the 
Motivation Report). The CRR will be submitted with the Motivation Report and AIR to the NAQO for 
consideration. 

Comments received at the open day, via post, email, fax or the online comment form are attached as 
Appendix 1 of the Comments and Response Report, attached at Annexure D of the Motivation Report. 

6 Availability of the Final Motivation Reports for public 
comment 
The final documents relating to the postponement application will be submitted to the NAQO for 
consideration by 31 March 2019. These documents will be available after the submission, for review, 
and can be accessed as follows:  

• Electronic versions of the reports are available on SRK’s website at http://www.srk.co.za/en/za-
sasol2017postponement. 

• Electronic copies are also available on request from the Public Participation Office at SRK. 

Any comments on the Final Motivation Report and annexures thereto, should be submitted directly to 
the NAQO and I&AP’s will be notified of the submission and where to submit any further comments.   

https://arcg.is/H05W9
http://www.srk.co.za/en/za-sasol2017postponement
http://www.srk.co.za/en/za-sasol2017postponement
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7 Next Steps in the application process 
The NAQO is required to consider the final application, together with any additional comments 
submitted by stakeholders, and thereafter to issue a decision in concurrence with the licensing 
authority. Registered I&APs will be informed of the decision once issued. They will also be advised of 
the way forward following the decision based on specific requirements imposed by the NAQO. 

8 Conclusion 
Contributions to SO’s application process by a wide range of I&APs have ensured that the relevant 
aspects and issues raised and reflected in the CRR are considered as part of the authority decision-
making process. 

 

Prepared by 

 

Ms. P. Burmeister (Pr.Sci.Nat) 
Principal Scientist 

 

Reviewed by 

 
 

 

 

 

Mr. M.J. Sim (Pr.Tech.Eng)  
Partner 

 

 

All data used as source material plus the text, tables, figures, and attachments of this document have 
been reviewed and prepared in accordance with generally accepted professional engineering and 
environmental practices. 
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Appendix A: I&AP Database 
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Appendix B: Notification Letters 
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17 October 2018  
526577 
 

INVITATION TO REGISTER AND PARTICIPATE 

Applications for postponement of certain requirements of the National Environmental 
Management: Air Quality Act - Minimum Emission Standards, for Sasol South Africa Limited 
operations in Sasolburg  
 
Dear Stakeholder  
 
 Availability of a Background Information Document for comment 
 Invitation to register as an I&AP 
 Next steps in the application process 
 

Sasol South Africa Limited (Sasol) is an international integrated energy and chemical company which owns 
and operates facilities at Sasolburg in the Free State. Sasol is required to comply with Minimum Emission 
Standards (MES), published in terms of the National Environmental Management: Air Quality Act (Act No 39 
of 2004). Sasol has previously applied and been granted postponement. However, new, more stringent 
standards will come into effect in April 2020 and Sasol will be challenged to meet the 2020 new plant standards 
in certain instances.  

Sasol therefore intends to apply for postponements for the Steam Stations (in terms of Sub-category 1.1 of the 
MES) and Incinerators (in Terms of Subcategory 8.1 of the MES) at their Sasolburg Operations.  

This application is supported by Part 2 of the MES. In accordance with the requirements for postponements 
contained in the MES, Sasol will submit an atmospheric impact report (AIR) together with a motivation report 
containing detailed justification and reasons. Airshed Planning Professionals (Pty) Ltd (Airshed) has been 
appointed to prepare the AIR while SRK Consulting (South Africa) (Pty) Ltd (SRK) has been appointed to 
undertake the stakeholder engagement process to also assist Sasol in compiling the Motivation Report.   

Availability of a Background Information Document (BID) for comment 

The enclosed BID provides more information about Sasol’s intended postponement applications. It provides 
Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) with an initial opportunity to comment on the application process and 
to register and receive further information during the process.   

 



SRK Consulting  Page 2 

BURP/BELR 526577_20181004_Sasolburg_Notification letter V2B October 18 
 

The BID, with an accompanying Registration and Comment Form, will also be available for public comment 
until 9 November 2018, at the public places listed below and on the SRK Website at  
https://www.srk.co.za/en/za-sasol-2019-mes-postponement-applications. 
 

Sasolburg 

Public Place Address Contact Telephone 

Public Library  John Vorster Road, Sasolburg Yvette Herbst Griesel 016 973 8463 

Zamdela Library Next to Zamdela Hall on the Main 
Road, Zamdela Reception 016 974 2163 

Metsimaholo Local Municipality Fichardt Street, Sasolburg M Molala 016 973 8316 

Sasolburg Operations Main 
Reception 1 Klasie Havenga Road, Sasolburg Reception 016 960 2014 / 

2976 
 
You are invited to comment on the BID by: 
 Completing the online registration and comment form at the following link: https://arcg.is/H05W9  
 Completing the enclosed registration and comment form and submitting it to SRK (details below); 
 Writing a letter or additional written submission by mail, email or fax; or 
 Calling SRK. 

Invitation to register as an I&AP 

This notification is being sent to you as you have previously registered as an I&AP in a public participation 
process relating to a postponement or offset application filed by Sasol. Should you prefer not to be contacted 
in this regard please indicate as much via the comment link above or contact SRK at the details below.  

You are welcome to forward this notice to others who may be interested in registering as an I&AP in this 
process. They are similarly invited to register as an I&AP and to comment on Sasol’s application. Please submit 
your registration online by using the link provided above or complete the enclosed Registration and Comment 
Form and submit to SRK by 9 November 2018.  

Please note that by registering as an I&AP you consent to:  
 receiving communications relating to the process;  
 having your personal information stored on an I&AP database;  
 the I&AP database and the personal information contained therein being submitted to a third party if an 

appeal is lodged; and  
 having your personal information utilised for notifications related to Public Participation processes 

associated with the application and any appeals should they be lodged. 

Next steps in the Application Process 

The Draft Motivation Report and AIR will be made available for public comment early in 2019. Registered 
I&APs will be informed in advance of the availability of the report. Then, all comments received on the BID, the 
Draft Motivation Report and AIR will be compiled in the Comments and Response Report that will be submitted 
together with the Motivation Report and AIR to the National Air Quality Officer for consideration in concurrence 
with the Gert Sibande District Municipality.   
 
To obtain more information, or to submit your comments, please contact SRK at the contact details below:  
Philippa Burmeister or Romi Bellusci at SRK, Tel: +27(0)31 279 1200 Fax: +27(0)31 279 1204, e-mail: 
pburmeister@srk.co.za/ rbellusci@srk.co.za   
 
Yours faithfully, 

SRK Consulting (South Africa) (Pty) Ltd  

 

Philippa Burmeister PrSciNat 
Principal Scientist 
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14 December 2018  
526577 
 

Attention: Interested and Affected Parties 

 
Dear Interested and Affected Party  
 
 

INVITATION TO PARTICIPATE AND COMMENT 

Applications for postponement of certain requirements of the National Environmental 
Management: Air Quality Act - Minimum Emission Standards, for Sasol South Africa Limited 
operations in Sasolburg  
 
 
• Availability of a Draft Motivation report and AIR for comment 

• Invitation to public open days 

• Next steps in the application process 
 

Sasol South Africa Limited (Sasol) is an international integrated energy and chemical company which owns 
and operates facilities at Sasolburg in the Free State. Sasol is required to comply with Minimum Emission 
Standards (MES), published in terms of the National Environmental Management: Air Quality Act (Act No 39 
of 2004). Sasol has previously applied and been granted postponement. However, new, more stringent 
standards will come into effect in April 2020 and Sasol will be challenged to meet the 2020 new plant standards 
in certain instances.  

Sasol therefore intends to apply for postponements from the compliance timeframes for the Steam Stations 
(in terms of Sub-category 1.1 of the MES) and three Incinerators (in Terms of Subcategory 8.1 of the MES) at 
their Sasolburg Operations.  

This application is supported by Part 2 of the MES. In accordance with the requirements for postponements 
contained in the MES, Sasol will submit an atmospheric impact report (AIR) together with a motivation report 
containing detailed justification and reasons. Airshed Planning Professionals (Pty) Ltd (Airshed) has been 
appointed to prepare the AIR while SRK Consulting (South Africa) (Pty) Ltd (SRK) has been appointed to 
undertake the public participation process to also assist Sasol in compiling the Motivation Report.   

http://www.srk.co.za/
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Availability of the Draft Motivation Report and AIR for Comment 

While the official comment period on the Draft Motivation Report and AIR will commence on Monday 7 

January 2019 and close on Wednesday 6 February 2019, documents will be made available from the close 
of business in December to allow additional time for I&APs to review and comment.  
 

Electronic versions of the reports will be available on SRK’s website at https://www.srk.co.za/en/za-sasol-
2019-mes-postponement-applications and electronic copies can be made available on request from the 
Stakeholder Engagement Office at SRK. 

In addition, printed copies of the reports and comment sheets will be available at the following publicly 
accessible venues for stakeholders to view and comment on: 
 

Sasolburg 

Public Place Address Contact Telephone 

Public Library  John Vorster Road, Sasolburg Yvette Herbst Griesel 016 973 8463 

Zamdela Library Next to Zamdela Hall on the Main 
Road, Zamdela Reception 016 974 2163 

Metsimaholo Local Municipality Fichardt Street, Sasolburg M Molala 016 973 8316 

Sasolburg Operations Main 
Reception 1 Klasie Havenga Road, Sasolburg Reception 016 960 2014 / 

2976 
 
Your comments and suggestions on any aspect of the Draft Motivation Report and AIR will be considered and 
included in a comments and response report appended to the application. You are welcome to comment on 
the Draft Motivation Report and AIR by: 
 
• Completing the online registration and comment form at the following link: https://arcg.is/H05W9  
• Completing the enclosed registration and comment form and submitting it to SRK (details below); 
• Writing a letter or additional written submission by mail, email or fax; or 
• Calling SRK. 
 
 
DUE DATE FOR COMMENTS: WEDNESDAY 6 FEBRUARY 2019. 

 

Public Open days 

To facilitate comment on the Draft Motivation Report and AIR, two public open days will be held where the 
application will be explained. Participants will have the opportunity at these open days to meet the project team 
and to provide comments. Details of the public open days are as follows: 

Date Time Venue 

21 January 2019 12:00-18:00 Boiketlong Community Hall 
23 January 2019 12:00-18:00 Multi-Purpose Centre, Harry Gwala 

To confirm your attendance, submit comments or to obtain more information; please contact SRK at the contact 
details below:  
Philippa Burmeister or Romi Bellusci at SRK, Tel: +27(0)31 279 1200 Fax: +27(0)31 279 1204, e-mail: 
pburmeister@srk.co.za/ rbellusci@srk.co.za  
  

https://www.srk.co.za/en/za-sasol-2019-mes-postponement-applications
https://www.srk.co.za/en/za-sasol-2019-mes-postponement-applications
https://arcg.is/H05W9
mailto:pburmeister@srk.co.za
mailto:rbellusci@srk.co.za
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Next steps in the Application Process 

The Public Participation Report and Comment and Response Report will be updated once all comments are 
received.  These documents will be included as part of the Final postponement application submitted for 
approval by the relevant authorities. Registered I&APs will be notified of the submission and copies of the 
submission will be made available on SRK’s website. Registered I&APs will also be notified once a decision, 
regarding the postponement application has been made by the authorities. 
 
 
 
Yours faithfully, 

SRK Consulting (South Africa) (Pty) Ltd  

 
Philippa Burmeister PrSciNat 
Principal Scientist 



--

An email has been sent to "Herman van der Walt" <herman.vanderwalt@sasol.com>;"Hartmut Ilgner" 
<Hilgner@csir.co.za>;" '" <info@wessanorth.co.za>;"Janet Love" <janetl@lrc.org.za>;"Jennifer Kemp" 
<jennifer.kemp@gmail.com>;"Johan Marx" <jmarx@gibb.co.za>;"Joseph Tshimanga" 
<joseph.tshimanga@sasol.com>;"Karin Fourie" <karin.fourie@sasol.com>;"Marius Keet" 
<keetm@dwa.gov.za>;"Jacob Kganebo" <kganza@gmail.com>;"Kgatlaki Ngoasheng" 
<kgatlaki.ngoasheng@busa.org.za>;"Leon Van Rooyen" <lsvanrooyen@telkomsa.net>;"Lydia Muditambi" 
<lydia.muditambi@gauteng.gov.za>;"Thapelo Machaba" <machabjm@dwaf.gov.za>;"Mahandra Naidoo" 
<mahandra@nedlac.org.za>;"Ml Makhubo" <Makhubom@dipaleseng.com>;"Makoma Lekalakala" 
<makoma@earthlife.org.za>;"Marcel Mitchelson" <Marcel.Mitchelson@sasol.com>;"Mariette Liefferink" 
<mariette@pea.org.za>;"Marilize Grobler" <marilize.grobler@sasol.com>;"Marlaine Andersen" 
<marlaineA@L2B.co.za>;"Maureen Mboshane" <maureen.mboshane@sasol.com>;"Masesi Mofokeng" 
<mayorsec@feziledabi.gov.za>;"Melita Steele" <melita.steele@greenpeace.org>;"Nhlakanipho Zuma" 
<mred@webmail.co.za>;"Nani Mangoale" <nani.mangoale@sasol.com>;"Ndivile Mokoena" 
<ndivile.mokoena@yahoo.com>;"Nhlanhla Mntaka" <nhlanhla.mn@govanmbeki.gov.za>;"Robyn Hugo" 
<nloser@cer.org.za>;"Nosipho Ngcaba" <nngcaba@environment.gov.za>;"Attie van Niekerk" 
<office@nova.org.za>;"Neren Rau" <pa@sacci.org.za>;"Patrick Cebekhulu" 
<patrick.cebekhulu@natref.com>;"Patrick Craven" <patrick@cosatu.org.za>

Please refer to the email saved in the Documents window.

2019-01-10 02:55 PM
Creator: DBN User1 Type: Email
Subject: Reminder: Sasol 2019 Postponement Application: Availability of the Draft Motivation Report & AIR for 
comment & details of the public open day

Body:

Dear Stakeholder

A reminder that comments on the Draft Motivation Report and Atmospheric Impact Report opened on the 7 
January 2019 and will close on the 6 February 2019. 

Please find enclosed details of how to access and comment on the Draft Motivation Report and Atmospheric 
Impact Report for Sasol’s operations in Secunda and Sasolburg. 

To access the documents on SRK’s website follow the following link: 

https://www.srk.co.za/en/za-sasol-2019-mes-postponement-applications 

To submit comments online use the following link: 

https://arcg.is/H05W9 

Finally, included in the notices please also find details of the public open days. 

Should you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact SRK at the details provided in the notification. 

Kind regards,
Tamaryn Hale
Environmental Scientist BSc Hons Environmental Science 

SRKConsulting (South Africa) Pty Ltd.
Norfolk House54 Norfolk Terrace Westville 3630
P O Box 1969, Westville 3630 SouthAfrica
Tel: 031 279 1200;Fax: 086 530 2683
Email: 
SRKZAEnviro3@srk.co.za
www.srk.co.za



SRK Consulting: 526577: Sasolburg Operations 2019 Postponement – Final PPR Page 10 

SURO/BURP//VHUY 526577_20190327_Sasolburg_Final PP Report_fnl February 2019 

Appendix C: Background Information Document 

  



Page 1 of 4 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this document is to provide stakeholders with the following: 

• Information on the background to Sasol’s applications for postponements from certain requirements of 
the Minimum Emission Standards (MES) (published in Government Notice No. 893 of 22 November 2013) 
published in terms of section 21 of the National Environmental Management: Air Quality Act 39 of 2004 
(NEMAQA) for certain of Sasol’s operations in Secunda and Sasolburg.  

• An outline of the legal framework governing air quality management in South Africa and specifically the 
MES, pertinent to this background information document (BID) and related applications. 

• Information on the stakeholder engagement and application process that will be followed. 
• Information regarding opportunities to provide comments relating to the applications. 

BACKGROUND 

Sasol is an international integrated chemicals and energy company that leverages technologies and the expertise of    
30 100 people working in 33 countries. Sasol develops and commercialises technologies, and builds and operates 
world-scale facilities to produce a range of high-value product streams, including liquid fuels, chemicals and low-
carbon electricity. Sasol is a significant business partner in the South African economy and has manufacturing 
operations located predominantly in Secunda, Mpumalanga and Sasolburg, Free State.1 

Sasol is committed to growing its business in the long term in a safe, ethical, compliant and environmentally 
responsible way, consistent with its safety, health and environment policy and Sasol values. It is continuously 
implementing new actions and processes to align with its commitments. Sasol reports on its environmental 
improvement objectives as part of its integrated reporting, available at: http://www.sasol.com/about-sasol/company-
profile/overview.  

                    
1 The information provided herein with regards to the company description and Sasol’s environmental commitments must be read in conjunction with Sasol’s 

Integrated Report for 2017 as available from the Sasol website.

B A C K G R O U N D  I N F O R M A T I O N  D O C U M E N T  A N D  
O P P O R T U N I T Y  T O  C O M M E N T  

O C T O B E R  2 0 1 8  

APPLICATIONS FOR POSTPONEMENT OF CERTAIN REQUIREMENTS OF THE 
NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT: AIR QUALITY ACT - MINIMUM 

EMISSION STANDARDS, FOR SASOL’S OPERATIONS IN SECUNDA AND 
SASOLBURG 
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http://www.sasol.com/about-sasol/company-profile/overview
http://www.sasol.com/about-sasol/company-profile/overview
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Sasol’s approach to air quality management 

is well aligned with the risk-based 
philosophy adopted by the ambient air 

quality standards.  

Sasol monitors the total quality of 
ambient air near its facilities 
through a network of accredited 
monitoring stations. It also 
prepares dispersion model 
scenarios to understand its 
impacts on ambient air quality in 
the regions in which it operates, 
and its capacity to improve these 
outcomes with point source 
emission reduction technologies 
e.g. electrostatic precipitators for 
particulate matter. This is 
contextualised against the 
backdrop of other sources of 
ambient air pollution, to identify 
the most effective actions to 
achieve ambient air quality 
improvements. This approach 
helps to inform Sasol’s air quality 

management priorities, by 
identifying the key actions to 
effectively improve ambient air 
quality. 

LEGAL REQUIREMENTS 

The NEM:AQA provides for various specific air quality management measures.  These include the declaration of priority 
areas (such as the Vaal Triangle Priority Area and the Highveld Priority Area), ambient air quality standards and point 
source emission standards as regulated in the MES. The MES prescribes the limits for point source emissions from 
existing plants which became effective from 1 April 2015 (the so–called ‘existing plant standards’) and which Sasol has 

previously made an application for postponement as mentioned below, as well as more stringent limits that must be 
met by 1 April 2020 (the so–called ‘new plant standards’) (termed “compliance timeframes”). Part 2 of the MES allows 
for applications for postponements of the prescribed compliance timeframes. Postponement applications must be 
made to the National Air Quality Officer (NAQO) at the Department of Environmental Affairs.   

As part of its application, Sasol is required to submit an atmospheric 
impact report (AIR) supported by detailed justification and reasons. 
The MES also require that Sasol make these documents available for 
public comment as prescribed in Chapter 6 of the Environmental 
Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations GN R326 (2017) promulgated 
under the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 
107 of 1998) (NEMA).  

Sasol has previously applied and been granted postponement in 
terms of the 2015 MES by the NAQO, with the concurrence of its 
licensing officer. However, Sasol will be unable, in certain instances, 
to timeously meet the more stringent 2020 MES compliance 
requirements. These further postponement applications are mainly 
requested for purposes of safe and proper completion of the 
associated projects in the interest of sustained compliance with the new plant standards. 

Sasol has spent approximately R2 
billion per year over the past decade on 
environmental improvement projects, 
most of which has been focused on air 
quality improvement. 

For the next decade, Sasol has outlined 

a committed roadmap which informs 

progressive improvements to its 

existing facilities which will enable a 

sustainable transition toward meeting 

the stringent standards set for new 

plants, under the MES. 

 

Sasol’s approach to air quality management 

is well aligned with the risk
philosophy adoptedAIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT 

The term “ambient air quality” refers to the state of the air in our 

surrounding environment.  Good air quality is important not only for 
humans, but for other organisms and the environment in general. 
Poor air quality is a result of many factors, including emissions from 
various sources, both natural (such as veld fires) and human-induced 
(industrial and domestic emissions).  

The role of the regulatory authorities is to ensure that ambient air 
quality meets standards set to protect human health and the 
environment. To achieve this, the Department of Environmental 
Affairs has promulgated two related but distinct standards. The first 
are referred to as point source emission standards (also called 
Minimum Emission Standards (MES)), which place limits on the 
concentration of emissions from certain industrial activities. The 
second are ambient air quality standards which seek to set total 
emissions from all contributors (i.e. industry, citizens and natural 
causes) to a level that protects human health and the environment.  
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SASOL’S APPLICATIONS   

SECUNDA SYNFUELS OPERATIONS 
Secunda Synfuels Operations (SSO) is located in the Sasol Secunda 
complex in the Govan Mbeki Local Municipality, which forms part 
of the Gert Sibande District Municipality in the Mpumalanga 
Province. The Sasol Secunda site incorporates a number of business 
activities, including SSO, which operates the world’s only 

commercial coal-gasification based synthetic fuels manufacturing 
plant.  

Postponement applications will be submitted for the following 
processes that will be unable to meet the compliance timeframes 
stipulated in the atmospheric emission license (AEL):  

• Sub-category 1.1: Steam plant boilers - particulate matter 
(PM), and oxides of nitrogen (NOx) 

• Sub-category 2.2: Synfuels catalytic cracker – PM 
• Sub-category 2.4: Storage tanks - total volatile organic compounds (TVOCs) 

• Sub-category 8.1: High organic waste and biosludge 
incinerators – PM, carbon monoxide, SO2, NOx, hydrogen chloride, 
hydrogen fluoride, sum of lead, arsenic, antimony, chromium, 
cobalt, copper, manganese, nickel, vanadium, mercury, cadmium 
and thallium, VOCs, ammonia 

SASOL CHEMICALS OPERATIONS 
Sasol Chemicals Operations (SCO) is also located in the Sasol 
Secunda complex.  SCO produces a diverse range of products that 
include industrial explosives, fertilisers, polymers and solvents.  

Postponement applications will be submitted for the following 
processes that will be unable to meet the compliance timeframes 
stipulated in the AEL:  

• Subcategory 7.3: Ammonium nitrate – PM, ammonia  
• Sub-category 2.4: Storage tanks and fuel loading – TVOCs 

SASOLBURG OPERATIONS  
The Sasolburg Operations facility is located in Sasolburg in the 
Metsimaholo local municipality which is part of the Fezile Dabi 
District Municipality in the Free State Province. Sasolburg Operations 
provides a services platform for reforming natural gas into synthesis 
gas, produces a variety of chemicals, and provides various utility 
services to other Sasol entities as well as third party customers, such 
as process steam and industrial and municipal waste water 
treatment. 

Postponement applications will be submitted for:  

• Sub-category 1.1: Steam Station 1 – PM, NOx 
• Sub-category 1.1: Steam Station 2 – PM, NOx 
• Sub-category 8.1: Thermal Oxidation Plant (Incinerators) - 

SO2, NOx, Sum of Lead, arsenic, antimony, chromium, cobalt, 
copper, manganese, nickel, vanadium, TOCs, CO, HF and PM 
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APPLICATION PROCESS 

Sasol has appointed a team of independent specialists to assist with the applications. SRK Consulting (Pty) Ltd has been 
appointed to undertake the stakeholder engagement process and assist with the compilation of the Motivation 
Report. Airshed Planning Professionals (Pty) Ltd has been appointed to prepare the atmospheric impact reports (AIRs). 
Sasol has also appointed an independent party, Exponent, to peer review the air dispersion modelling approach. 

The AIRs will detail Sasol’s impact on ambient air quality in the areas affected by its facilities. The motivation report 
will be informed by the AIR as required in terms of Part 2 of the MES. It will detail the reasons and justification for the 
postponement application and outline the steps to be taken by Sasol to achieve compliance.  

Sasol is committed to affording interested and affected parties (I&APs) the opportunity to provide comments during 
the public participation process. The approach to the public participation process has been guided by the requirements 
for consultation in terms of the 2017 EIA Regulations. Responses to comments received during the stakeholder 
engagement process will be submitted together with the motivation report to the authority for consideration during 
decision making.  

The proposed technical and public participation activities, as well as the broad timeframes for roll out of these 
processes, are shown below. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMENT 

Should you wish to register as an interested and affected party for this 
process please do so online at the following link: https://arcg.is/H05W9  

Alternatively, please complete the enclosed 
registration and comment form and submit it to SRK, 
at the adjacent contact details, by the 09 November  
2018. 

STAKEHOLDERS NOTIFICATION
• Make report available for stakeholders’ information 
• Distribute letters, adverts, inform of report availability and that comments can be submitted to NAQO 
 

PREPARATION 
OF DRAFT 

MOTIVATION  

PROPOSED PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS 

COLLATE COMMENTS INTO COMMENT & RESPONSE REPORTS (CRR) 

PROJECT ANNOUNCEMENT 
(21 DAY PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD) 

• Distribute letter, BID and comment sheet  
• Advertisements and site notices 
• Opportunity for I&APs to comment online, by email, fax, tel, comment 

sheets  

SUBMIT FINAL MOTIVATION DOCUMENT & UPDATED CRR TO NAQO 
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PUBLIC MEETINGS TO FACILITATE COMMENTS ON THE DRAFT DOCUMENTS  
- 

UPDATE MOTIVATION REPORT & AIR 

Philippa Burmeister /Romi Bellusci  
Tel: +27(0)31 279 1200  
Fax: +27(0)31 279 1204,  

E-mail: pburmeister@srk.co.za/ 
rbellusci@srk.co.za  

TECHNICAL PROCESS 

Ja
n 

20
19

 

COMMENT ON DRAFT 
(30 DAY PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD) 

• Distribute letter, motivation report, AIR and comment sheet  
• Opportunity for I&APs to comment online, by email, fax, tel, comment sheets  

PREPARATION 
OF DRAFT AIR  

 

https://arcg.is/H05W9
mailto:pburmeister@srk.co.za
mailto:rbellusci@srk.co.za



