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BACKGROUND TO EXTERNAL PEER REVIEW 

 Sasol and Natref are required to comply with the Minimum Emission Standards (MES), 
published in terms of the National Environmental Management: Air Quality Act NEM:AQA). 
In terms of the MES, existing plans are required to comply by 1 April 2015 with existing 
plant standards, and by 1 April 2020 with stricter new plant standards. 

 While most of Sasol’s and Natref’s processes will be able to comply with the future MES, 
there are selected activities for which Sasol and Natref will either be unable to comply 
within the stipulated compliance timeframes, or the specified emission limits at all. 

 For these specific cases Sasol and Natref intend to apply either for a postponement or 
exemption to meet specific MES.  In accordance with the provisions the NEM:AQA, 
Sasol’s applications will include independently compiled Atmospheric Impact Reports 
(AIR) to establish an objective analysis of the impact of not meeting the promulgated 
standards on ambient air quality. 

 Airshed Planning Professionals (Pty) Ltd was the independent air quality specialist 
appointed to prepare atmospheric impact assessments as prescribed by the Atmospheric 
Impact Report (AIR) Regulations, which provide for an assessment of the potential air 
quality risks caused by the emissions for which postponement or exemption is sought from 
the MES, on the basis of the South African National Ambient Air Quality Standards. 

 Exponent was appointed to independently peer review the dispersion modelling 
methodology employed in the AIR. 

 This document incorporates the dispersion modelling study plan, the peer reviewer 
findings, the response to the findings and is divided in the following parts: 

I. Part A – Airshed plan of study for the dispersion modelling for Sasol (not included 
in this report – please see Sasol Exemption & Postponement Motivation 
Documents Annexure B for a copy of this report) 

II. Part B - Airshed plan of study for the dispersion modelling for Natref  
III. Part C – Peer review report 
IV. Part D – Airshed response to peer review report 










































































































































































































